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For this I rede yn the lyfe of Seynt Domink. When he was
on a nyght yn his devocyons he segh our Lord Jhesu holdyng
thre speres yn his hond, redy forto schote to the world for
vengeans. Then come our lady anon, and kneled before hym,
and sayde: "My dere sonne and swet, what wyll ye do?"
Then sayde he: " Dere modyr, the world ys full of pride,
and of covetyse and of lechery; wherfor, wyth these thre
swerdys, I woll schote at horn1." Then sayde our lady: "My
swete sonne, have mercy, and yet abyde a whyle; I have on[e]
trew servand, the wheche schall goo, and preche, and turne
the world to the." And so scho send forth Saynt Domink,
and bade hym go, and preche Godys worde, and turne the
pepull; and so he dude.
Thus, good men, ye have herde how by prayer [of] our
lady and by prechyng of thys good man, God spared to do
vengeans that tyme. But nowe, more harme ys, the pepull
ys combyrt8 wyth the same synne, and ys full like to be
smytten wyth the same vengeans other8 with wors; for now
the pepull settythe but lytyll by God: for, thagh thay heren
prechyng and techyng, they wyll not amende horn, ny4 leve
her synne. Wherfor God smytythe yn parte now, and woll
[smyte] hereaftyr well hardye and sarre8. Wherfor ye schull
pray to God to hold up his hond of vengeans that hyt fall not
yn our dayes; but that we may come to amendement and
have the -blysse that he bo[u]gt us to. To the wheche blysse
God brynge you and me, yf hit be hys wylL Amea
23     MISSIONARY FRIARS
The most vivid account of Franciscan missionary journeys is that of
Jordan of Giano, an Italian friar who took a prominent part in the German
mission. The best edition of his memoirs is that of Bo"hmer (Paris,
Fischbacher, 1908). Jordan dictated these to a younger brother-friar at
Halberstadt, probably within a few months of his own death, in the
year 1262, Taking our ideas of the early fervour of the Order from Jordan
and from Thomas of Ecdeston, we shall be able to mark how far it had
decayed in the days of Chaucer and Piers Plowman*
(a, 3.)   In the year of our Lord 1219, and the 13th year
of his conversion, Brother Francis held a general Chapter
1 them.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                   * cumbered.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                               * or.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             4 nor.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